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Twenty-first century 
manufacturing  

Manufacture XXI is a recent arrival in the world of 
furniture and objects. Founded in 2020, the young 
brand complements its know-how with the industrial 
production tools of the Cogitech company in an approach 
that is collaborative, virtuous and exploratory in terms 

of materials.
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Defending a new
form of craftsmanship
Working with the resources and 
digital tools available to a market 
player doesn’t mean that we are 
consigning the age-old craft skills 
and traditions which inspire us to 
oblivion.

At Manufacture XXI, people play a 
central role in the production pro-
cess, they are in fact the protagonists. 
From the very first sketches during 
the design phase right up to pro-
duction, hands perform each gesture 
with care and confidence, breathing 
life into our creations.

This is not to say that machines are
scorned. Indeed, digital tools are 
precious allies. The possibilities and 

avenues of research are endless with 
this production process…

This is why Manufacture XXI defends 
the notion of an approach that does 
not reject either industry or crafts-
manship, but instead positions itself 
at the crossover between these two 
worlds. By drawing on both pro-
duction methods we are able to 
highlight the modernity of crafts-
manship and to claim our rightful 
place in 21st century manufacturing.

We make it possible to broaden the 
field of possibilities. Unite, rather 
than oppose, to progress. And offer 
a modern vision of crafts-manship 
that promotes the decorative arts.
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An ecosystem
Experiment, create, make et present. 

COGITECH develops within its work-
shop a transversal approach nourished
by the interlacing of disciplines. By 
bringing together Design, Enginee-
ring, Materials, artisanal expertise 
and digital manufacturing, COGITECH
has developed, for 24 years, an art of 
designing and manufacturing excep-
tional objects.

By combining STUDIO COGITECH 
and MXXI, it affirms its desire to invent
new ways. Studio Cogitech has made 
the material the fertile ground from 
which to express one’s creativity.

Allowing themselves to explore ma-
terials, the process, the STUDIO also 
creates objects resulting from this 
exploratory research which are pro-
duce by our publishing house MXXI.

Pushing material and process experi-
mentation as far as possible through 
collections of singular objects, this is 
the ambition of MXXI, our publishing 
house, claiming a slow-brutalism 
style where material reality, abstract 
shapes and colors intersect.
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An ode to materials
In the same vein as the “Form follows 
function” approach applied by architect
Louis Sullivan, Manufacture XXI 
asserts that “Form follows raw material”. 
We put materials at the heart of our 
considerations and our creations.

They are an inspiration, the main 
element and entry point from which 
the idea, form and purpose flow.

Just like a fine woodworker who is 
guided by the veins and knots in the 

Manufacture XXI is a group of creatives, 
of makers, of people with varied skills, 
mixed influences and many talents. 
In this diverse and fertile breeding 
ground our creations come to life.

We believe in building bridges between 
disciplines, in blending knowledge 
and understanding, in combining 
forces and skills.

Nobody in our team is less important 
or has fewer ideas than any other 

piece of wood they are handling, we 
let the raw materials “speak” to us. 
They motivate and stimulate us, 
suggesting how they should be used. 

Manufacture XXI creations are a de-
monstration of materials, including 
new materials, showcasing what we 
can already achieve and what we can 
aspire to achieve.

We believe in interpreting the material
with-out ever betraying it.

person, and we take on board every-
one’s ideas and suggestions. Whilst 
Manufacture XXI’s creations have 
to date have been produced by our 
team, the brand is completely open to 
external collaborations and to new 
project proposals. 

We are greedy to meet new people 
and experience new things. They help 
enrich our discussions, support our 
vision and further our exploratory 
work.

Collective strength
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Respect for the
environment - always
We are beyond questions about the 
environment. Now it’s time for action.

At Manufacture XXI we come up with 
products that strive to respect both the 
planet and people.

To achieve this, we have deliberately 
chosen to implement production me-
thods that consume as little energy as 
possible. This means cold manufac-
ture systems, which are slow and low 
energy. We fully assume our choice 
not to resort to time-saving processes 
that are harmful to the environment,
and instead promote processes that 
are neutral for the planet : casting and
moulding, coating by hand, air drying.

We experiment, using simple, low-tech 

processes. We make our products from 
the natural, recycled and recyclable 
composite materials that result from 
our experimetation, implemented
processes that ensure that our pro-
duction waste is as limited as possible.

We love to reconnect with the mate-
rials and know-how of times gone by,
some of which are teetering on the
edge of oblivion. But we also believe
in exploring new avenues in terms of 
innovative materials, such as geo-
polymers, which make it possible to
save precious and rare natural re-
sources, as well as energy in the pro-
duction of these new materials.

We defend a future craftsmanship 
based on natural resources.

Benefiting everyone…
Moving away from standardization 
and reaping the benefits of an offer 
that is not imposed by a catalogue 
should not be a privilege enjoyed by 
the lucky few.

At Manufacture XXI, this need is heard, 
understood and offered to everyone. 
Indeed, we believe that bespoke pro-
duction is a solution that reflects the 
search for personalisation.

We have chosen to make our collec-
tions available in a range of dimen-
sions, colours and finishes so that the 
product meets the need, and not the 
other way round.

Everybody, be they a private individual, 
an architect or a designer, is also free 
to ask us about a particular request. 
We make our agility available to eve-
ryone, to find and provide the most 
suitable solutions.
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Manufacture XXI presents collections issued from a work of experi-
mentation on eco-responsible materials that are sources of inspira-
tion. Each piece is manufactured in small series by hand in France.

The Manufacture XXI collections each, in their own way, give shape 
to experimentations. They are the synthesis of research into mate-
rials and production processes. Modular, sustainable, untreated and 
sculptural, as a small series or a unique piece, they provide a play 
on shapes and an exploration of materials, in their diversity, texture, 

use…

ol

Photos : Studio Cogitech
Writing : Olivier Waché - Maison WOC
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